la- 
me 
we 
10t 
ur 
n- 


sts 
ld 


“es 
SQ- 


er 


‘ 
ir- 
he 
le- 


* 
ol 


ve 


ps 


at 


ie 


10 








XUM 


TH 


PUBLISHED SEMI-WEEKLY,] 


VOL. II. 


DEVOTED TO THE SOVEREIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., SEPTEMBER 24, 


185 


CIRCULAR. 


DY J y. & G. LW. NOYES. 


3. NO. 90. 





SALVATION FROM SIN, 


THE GIFT OF T HE GOSPEL. 


** Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 

** Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; 
for his seed remaineth in him: and we cannor sin, 
because he is born of God.” (1 John 3: 9.) 








‘““ WHAT THE 
WAS WEAK THROUGH 
ING HIS OWN SON IN THE 
FUL FLESH, AND FOR SIN, 

'HE FLESH! THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 
tHE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US, WHO 
WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE 

sPrIRIT.”’— ROM. x. 3, 4. 


LAW COULD NOT DO, IN THAT IT 
THE FLESH, GOD SEND- 

LIKENESS OF SIN- 
CONDEMNED SIN IN 





The practicability of attaining Salvation from Sin 
was abundantly verified by the Primitive Church ; 
Paul was an example of it. And if in after ages 
this truth was lost sight of and denied, it neverthe- 
less is being now revealed, in the light of Pavw’s 
GOSPEL, as the consumms ution of Christi: unity. 


THE SECOND COMING 
OF CHRIST, 


ANNO DOMINI 70, OR ‘IMMEDIATELY 





AF- 


TER THE DESTRUCTION OF JERU- 
SALEM, AT THE CLOSE OF THE 
BIBLE RECORD AND THE 


APOSTOLIC AGE, 





‘‘ Immediately after the tribulation of those days, 
shall the sun be darkened ; . . and then shall 
ippear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; .. . 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 

clouds of heaven with great power and glory. .... 
Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass 
till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24.) 

** Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel 
till the Son of man be come.” (Matt. 10: 23.) 

‘© Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of mar coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 

“If I will that he a till Icome, what is that 
to thee ?” (John 21: 22. 

‘* Little children, it is the last hour. 
hold, I come quickly.”---Johnu, ia Epis. & Rev. 


Be- 





The fact that Christ’s Second Coming, with its con- 
comitants, the first judgment, and the first resur- 
rection, took place at the period indicated, is estab- 
lished on every page of the New Testament—-by his 
ywn plain, unqualified predictions—by the apostles’ 
repeated endorsements of tiem--by the fulfillment 
of all the signs that were to precede the event— 
und by the universal expectation of the Primitive 
‘hurch concerning it. The evidence of the Bible— 
(iod’s word--to this fact, needs no further confirma- 
‘Let God be true, and every man a liar.’ 


LEE KINGDOM OF G 0D, 
FOUNDED IN THE INVISIBLE ‘* MANSIONS” BY 
CHRIST AND HIS FOLLOWERS 
1800 years aco, 
AND NOW 
EXTENDED TO THIS 
UNITING THREE WORLDS 
‘HE SECOND RESURRECTION. 


tion. 





BEING 
WORLD AND HADES, 
ON THE PLATFORM OF 

‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on rarru 
S IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 

“In the dispensation of the fullness of times, he will 
gather together in one [or ander one head] all things 
.n Christ, both which are in HEAVEN, and which are 
oN EARTH: even in him.” (Eph. 1: 10.) 





Those who use sincerely the Lord’s prayer, will 
rejoice in view of the tokens of its advancing ful- 





fillment. 
COMMUNISM, 

AN INSTITUTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ;— 
THE SOCIAL ORDER OF HEAVEN. 


** When the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in ove place. And sudden- 
ly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind. .... And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost... .. / And all that believed were 
together; and HAD ALL THINGS ComMoN; and sold 
their possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
nen, as every 10a had need.” (Acts 2.) “* And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he potent w rl his own; but 
they had aL. THINGS ComMON. 82.) 

**In the resurrection they sata marry, nor are 
given in marriage.” (Matt. 22: 30.) 

** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” 
Christ. 


—Jesus 


Its Foundation, 


‘GOD OWNS ALL THINGS’ 
Its Mode of Distribution, 


BY INSPIRATION. 
Its Government, 
FREE CRITICISM. 

Its Result, 


UNITY AND IMMORTALITY. 


Deliverance from 
DISEASE AND DEATH. 


Foretold in the Prophets, 
Fulfilled by Christ. 





“He will swallow up Dearn in Vicrory ; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces ; 
and the rebuke of his people shall be taken away 
from off all the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it.’ 
Isaiah 25: 8. 

«* Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, [Christ] also himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage.” Heb. 2: 14, 15. 

‘I am the resurrection and the life: he that believ- 
eth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth, and believeth in me, sHaLr 
NEVER Diz. Believest thou this ?”’-—Jesus Christ, in 
John 11 : 25, 26. 

“I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God, out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be No MorE peatu.” John 21: 2-4. 





In the Kingdom of God, Immortality is the Narv- 
rat Law, and Communism furnishes its appropri- 


ate conditions. 
PROGRAMME OF THE MILLENNIUM. 


dating from his 








Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divoreed from Mammon, 
devoted to God. 


Business Platform. 


Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet 1 say 
unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to- 
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith? Therefore, take no 
thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall 
we drink ? or, Wherewithai shall we be clothed ? (for 
after all these things do the Gentiles seek :) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added unte you. Take therefore no thought for the 
morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itselr. Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.--Mait. 6: 19--34. 


The Circular, 


Is a paper issued twice a week, by Communists, 
and believers in the Kingdom of God, as repre- 
sented above. Its primary interest is the 
SOVEREIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST, 

and the improvement of character in the things 
which are ‘ unseen and eternal.’ Subordinately, it 
will give attention to every thing that is passing, 
and offer a free commentary on the prominent 
facts and opinions of the time. It employs in its 


preparation 
NO HIRELING SERVICE WHATEVER, 


but is edited and printed by the family of the 
Brooklyn Commune, and is offered to all who de- 
sire it, (as the gospel is,) 
FREE OF CHARGE 

trusting its support to the cause it advocates, and 
the voluntary return contributions (monthly or 
otherwise,) of its readers. With the prospect of 
growing toa daily issue, our Press seeks for the 
full codperation, literary and editorial, as well as 
pecuniary, of all who sympathize with its objects. 
Every Communist is interested and invited to be- 
come its correspondent for the loeality in which 
he lives; and thus by the natural progress of its 
principles, the Circular will gradually combine 
an editorial body of correspondents, reporters, 
&e., that will make it a superior medium of infor- 
mation from all parts of the country and world. 


and 














Address—* The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 


Associated Communities. 


Oneida, N. Y. | Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. | Combe gtord, Ct. 
Putney, vt. | Cambridge, Vt. 


TEE ON! RIDA ASS CIATION 


Tfas been in successful progress nearly six years, situ- 
ated on a beautiful domain of 230 acres, on the banks 
of the Oneida Creek, 3 1-2 miles from Oneida Depot. 
The number of residents is usually 130--including 
ebout 40 children; the leading business is Horti- 
culture; besides which, are carried on various man- 
ufacturing and mechanical pursuits. 
The Post Office address is— 
**Oneipa Association, Oneida, N. Y.” 


THE BROOKLYN COMMUNE 
Numbers usually 25 members, (including children,) 
occupied mainly in the preparation, printing, and 
free distribution of the Semi-Weekiy Circurar.— 
This station has been occupied about five years. 
As strangers often have difficulty in finding us, ow- 
ing to ambiguity in the names of streets, they are 
advised to observe particularly that our house is not 
in Willow Street, nor in Willoughby-st.; but in-- 
IE Willow Place, Nos. 41 and 43, 

near the corner of State-st, a few blocks from the 
South Ferry. (Atlantic-st.) 

Address—‘‘ Tur Cincutar, Brooklyn, N. 


TELE INV ALRIK GOs MMUNITY 


Of 15 members, has been established over a year, in 
connection with a Machine Shop, in the City of New- 
ark, N. J. Their establishment is prepared to receive 
orders for light machinery, as Lathes, Copper-plate 
Printing Presses, Jeweller’s Tools, &c. Location, 
Hepensure Buripines. Post Office address—- 

** Wan. R. Inster & Co., Wewark, N. J.” 


WALLINGFORD 
Is a Gardening and Agricultural Community, num- 
bering eighteen members, situated pleasantly on an 
eminence overlooking the valley of the Quinnipiac 
River, about a mile from the village of Wallingford, 
Ct. This Community has been established two years. 


PUTNEY AND CAMBRIDGE 


Are small Associations, similar to the foregoing, in 
the State of Vermont. Both are located eligibly, as 
to land; the first suitable for Gardening, and the 
second for Dairy purposes. 
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The above Associations hold a common interest in 
all things, and are accustomed to interchange their 
services freely, inmen and money. Any means in 
the possession of one is used for the benefit of the 
whole. 

J& Persons proposing to connect themselves with 
either of the Community Stations, are earnestly re- 
ferred to the publications of the School; particular- 
ly the ‘ Berean’ and ‘ Circular’, as preliminary 
studies which are essential to acquaintance and 
mutual confidence of the parties. More on this 
point hereafter. 


Publications at this Office. 
THE BEREAN; a Manvat ror the HELP of 


THOSE WHO SEEK THE FAITH OF THE PRIMITIVE 
Cuurcu.—By J. H. Noyes. 500 pages octavo.— 
Price, $1,00. 
The Berean contains free, outline discussions of 
the great Religious topics of interest—Salvation 
from Sin, The New Birth, The Second Coming, 
tesurrection, Origin of Evil, Our Relations to the 
Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Condensa- 
tion of Life, &e., &c.,—treated strictly according 
to Bible evidence, but developing many new and 
interesting conclusions, diflering widely from those 
of the old Theology. All who wish to under- 
stand CommunisM,—its constitutional basis, and 
prospects of success, should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. It can be sent by 
mail to any part of the country. 








Tue Crrcurar, Vou. 1, and Tue Perrectionist. 
A few copies can be supplied, on application. 


Sanvation From Sin, ExpLarnep AND DEFENDED. 

By J. if Noyes. 

The Seconp anp Tuirp AnnuaL Reports of the 

OneErpa AssociaTIoNn. 

These are Pamphlets, which may be ordered by 
mail or otherwise, at 12} cts. each. Additions 
will be made to this department, by new editions 
of such works as are now exhausted, and by the 
preparation of original ones. Address, “The Cir- 
cular, Brooklyn, N. ¥.” 


‘Sell that thou hast.’ 
If we want a standard of perfection, we 
shall certainly find it in our Lord’s reply 
to the one that came to him seeking to 
obtain eternal life. He had kept all the 
commandments strictly, and wished to 
know, and doubtless wondered what more 
he could do to obtain the precious boon. 
Christ’s answer directed him to part with 
his possessions, and to assume a position 
similar to his own; that is, of entire 
abandonment of himself to God—a total 
renunciation of the idea that he owned 
anything whatever, even himself: for it 
certainly amounted to this, if we consider 
the declaration of Christ, that he came 
not to do his own will, but the will of him 
that sent him. 

The natural life in every one is lodged 
in some sphere of habits; varying with his 
circumstances. The rich man’s sphere 
being comparatively an extended one, it 
is reasonable to suppose that the sacrifice 
he is called to make, is great in propor- 
tion. In all, however, it must be com- 
plete in order to obtain the heavenly treas- 
ure. We can easily see from this, why 
there is no perfection on earth. Are men 
in the least disposed to renounce all own- 
ership of things that belong to God alone? 
Are they willing to live by faith alone, 
after the example of Christ, who said te 
the person in question, ‘Come and follow 
me’? More than this: do they even dream 
of sacrificing the entire life, giving it up, 
as it were, to annihilation, with its af- 
fections and lusts, that it may be alto- 
gether renewed? Yet all this is unques- 
tionably implied in the standard of Christ. 
‘Tf thou wilt be perfect,’ he said, ‘sell all.’ 

Is it supposed that rich men alone will 
find it hard to enter into life, or to be born 
again? No, in order to that end, al/ have 
to die the death of the natural man; the 
poorest of the poor even. All have to re- 
nounce self in some shape or other. 

It is interesting to reflect how natu- 
rally these considerations lead to Com- 
munism. If all should follow Christ’s 
example, and refuse to own anything, why, 
asa matter of course, all things would 
become common. Communism and per- 
fection, then, are synonymous terms. As 
Perfectionists we cannot but be Commu- 
nists, 

But it is not ownership in outward 
things alone that is to be relinquished. 
The apostle says, ‘ Be ye all of one mind;’ 
and here, we find, lies the greatest diffi- 
culty to be overcome. All have prejudi- 
ces—a term which we think may comprise 
the whole category of opinions, senti- 
ments, natural tastes, &c.,—which go to 
constitute the tough individualisms that 
are every where to be met with: and in this 
field are won the brightest trophies that 
grace the brow of Christ. Nothing but 
the mighty power of truth can dislodge 
the spirit from the grasp of the monster 
principality that pervades the sphere of 
human life. What are called individual 
tastes, are perhaps the hardest to be over- 
come: tastes that are in many cases ac- 
tually begotten by habits—and these, too, 
handed down from one generation to an- 





other—unreasonable often, and tyrannical 
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in their demands, and frequently render- 
ing it impossible for persons to unite, who 
otherwise might become friends. 

Shall we not then hail the work of the 
Son of God, which for all this anarchy 
and wretchedness, will substitute order 
and harmony? 

Union is natural to man : in his heart 
he infinitely prefers it. Discord has been 
the work of the devil, altogether forced 
upon him; hence the practicability of 
man’s salvation, 

Our hearts yearn for the fulfillment of 
Christ’s prayer, ‘that they all may be 
one;’ and heartily saying, ‘thy kingdom 
come,’ we devote ourselves, body and soul, 
to the work. R. 8. D. 

Communism in the Primitive Church. 

We find (in Mark 10: 29, 30) that 
Christ gave his disciples the following 
promise, which we may call a promissory 
note: “ Verily, I say unto you, There is 
no man that hath left house, or brethren, 
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands, for my sake and the 
gospel’s, but he shall receive a hundred 
fold now in this time, houses, and brethren, 
and sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions; and in the 
world to come, eternal life.” 

Let us see what he meant by that note 
—was it a promise of literal houses, lands 
and relatives, or did he speak of merely 
If we spiritualize one 


spiritual ones? 
part, it is but consistent that we spiritu- 
alize the rest, and make the things they 
forsook and the persecutions they endured 
spiritual, too. But this is absurd. We 
know that they forsook literal possessions 
and endured physical persecutions: the 
promise was therefore also a literal one. 
There can be no doubt about the meaning 
of the note; it specifies both the time 
when it was to be paid—‘ in this present 
time’—and the goods in which it was to 
be paid—‘ houses, lands,’ &. It only 
remains to inquire, Was it paid? 

We say respecting the Second Coming 
of Christ, that we know it took place 
‘immediately after’ the overthrow of Je- 
rusalem, because he said it would. His 
word is the only evidence we have of the 
fact, beyond the fulfilment of the signs 
he predicted ; but that is sufficient. Our 
faith is rooted like an oak-tree in his 
word, and will stand against any amount 
of doubt and objections, as an oak-tree 
resists the winds of heaven. On the same 
ground we say we know that Christ ful- 
filled to the Primitive church the promise 
he made of houses, lands, relatives, &c. 
—hecause he said he would. The signs, 
or previous conditions, were fulfilled in this 
case as well as in the other ; they forsook 
what they possessed, and endured perse- 
cution. We know that they did their part, 
and we are bound to believe that Christ 
did his part—that that note was paid. 

But how was it paid? We cannot sup- 
pose that Christ intended a man should 
give up all he possessed, and then pro- 
ceed to lay up for himself a hundred times 
as much riches as he had before—it is 
contrary to his gospel and to common 
sense. ‘The only possible way was by a 
system of Communism—that is, a state of 
things where many persons were united 
together by a tie stronger than that of the 
family relation, making them all fathers, 
mothers, brethren or sisters to each other. 
as the case might be; and where, of course, 
all property would be common, and each 


individual would be possessed of the 
wealth of the whole. In this way Christ’s 
promise began to be fulfilled, when on the 
day of Pentecost the disciples abandoned 
to Christ, not only their possessions, but 
themselves also, ‘and had all things 
common.’ Here was the first installment 
on the note. But it is pretty generally 
believed that no more of it was ever paid 
—that the Primitive church fell back 
from that first outburst of Communism, 
into the ordinary, isolated state of things. 
We have good reason to believe that such 
was not the fact, but that Communism 
was, substantially, the state of the Primi- 
tive church all through the apostolic age, 
and that Christ’s note was paid in full, to 
every man who received it, as he said it 


should be. E. H. D. 
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Questioning Candidates. 

We sometimes receive letters from strangers, 
propounding a variety of very precise questions 
about the terms of admission to our Associations, 
and demanding categorical answers. If we de- 
cline obedience to their demands as civilly as we 
can, and refer them to our general principles as 
presented in our publications, they complain of 
evasion. We invite such persons to reflect a little 
on the difficulty there may be in answering what 
For 


example, suppose the question to be, Whether a 


may seem to them very simple questions. 


difference of views on some points would prevent 
a person’s joining us? If we answer honestly we 
should have to say, No—Yes—Perhaps so—Per- 
haps not—We cannot tell. Nor would there be 
any duplicity or evasion in this, though it would 
be very unsatisfactory to the inquirer. In the 
first place, our acceptance of a person in such a 
case would depend on whether the points of dif- 
ference were in our view important or unimpor- 
tant. <A difference from us on such a subject as 
the merits of short dresses, might not hinder a 
union, while a difference on such points as Salva- 
tion from Sin, Communism, &ec., would. Then 
again, our acceptance of a person differing from us 
on only non-essential points, would still depend 
on our judgment of his general character. With 
the same amount of difference in two cases, we 
might accept one, because we judged him to be a 
candid, docile inquirer, whose difference at the 
outset would make no discord, and would ulti- 
mately disappear; while we might reject the oth- 
er, because we perceived him to be a stubborn, 
would 
wear us out, instead of being worn out by mingling 
Due consideration of this single exam- 


disputatious character, whose crotchets 


with us. 
ple will convince candid persons that they ought 
not to bother us with such questions, or find fault 
with us for not answering them satisfactorily. 

{t would certainly be very pleasant if we could 
take people into our Associations by as definite 
rules as those of a Railroad office. Itis very con- 
venient to be able to say, ‘Hand over your dollar 
—there’s your ticket.’ But somehow, bargains 
for life, like marriage, or even for money partner- 
ships, or credits of any importance, are more com- 
plicated affairs, and involve conditions that-are not 
easily reduced to rules. 

The simple truth is, that we ourselves do not 
know, at least in any expressible sort, what our 
‘rules of admission’ are; except this one, viz., 
that we will exercise our best judgment in the 
fear of God on each individual case as it comes 
before us, endeavoring by all means to discover 
and associate with the good, to help the curable 
as far as we can afford to, and to keep clear of the 
incurable. One other thing we may say, (which, 
however, is imphed in the above,) that we have 
no rules of admission for strancrers. Persons 
who do not know us, or who are not known to us, 
if they wish to join us, must first of all take mea- 
sures to become acquaintances, and that too, not 
so much by pumping us about our terms of ad- 


mission, and so forth, as by studying our publica- 
tions on the one hand, and disclosing to us their 


own character and position on the other. 





=x Com. Vanderbilt’s pleasure party return- 
ed yesterday, after an absence of four months and 
As they neared the dock, one of the 


three days. 





party shouted out to a friend on shore, “‘ We have 





been in Europe, Asia. Africa and America, in the 
past 28 days”! No accident occurred during the 
trip, except losing a man overboard in the Bay of 
Biscay. The party attracted much attention, 
though in some instances, perhaps, it was not as 
pleasant as it might have been. We see it stated 
that at Civita Vecchia and Naples, the authorities 
refused to let them land, being suspicious that 
they sympathized with the revolutionists, and 
would render them assistance. 


The Great Game. 


It is entertaining as well as instructive, to 
glance at the present condition and prospects of 
the different ‘powers that be.’ The United States 
and Russia, in particular, seem to be the two 
great ventres of complication. First, the United 
States, in consequence of the part taken in the 





Kossta affair, has brought upon herself the united 
opposition (says report) of Austria, Russia, Prus- 
sia, England and France. Add to this, the uneasy 
relations now existing between the United States 
and Spain, Mexico, Japan, the Indians, and the 
Mormons,—and we have a fair view of her situa- 
tion. 

Looking at Russia, we see her threatened by 
England, France and the more liberal powers, for 
the greedy part she is taking toward Turkey. 
Hungary and Italy are eagerly watching for an 
opportunity to revenge her interference against 
liberty in their attempted revolutions. The stolen 
provinces of Poland and Circassia, are always ready 
to rise against her; and if a general crusade were 
made against Russia, numbers probably of the hea- 
then nations would like to join in it. Russia and 
America, are like the two kings on a chess-board, 
toward which all the othe: pieces are concentra- 
ting, apparently for a ‘ check-mate.’ 

In place of other questions which the present 
critical state of affairs might suggest, our first 
thought is, what is the object of Christ?— 
what course of events will best serve his interests? 
We may be certain in this case that he is not 
anxious to advance mere liberty—the liberty sim- 
ply of men to act as they please: but that he is 
intending the liberty of the Brste—liberty for 
men to read the Bible, and understand it,—and 
liberty for them to be educated, and rise out of 
the stupid ignorance that most of the nations are 
in. Christ will evidently be found favoring the 
party whose success will promote this kind of 
freedom, be it Democratic or any other. He will 
in general be on the side of the abolitionists—not 
because they advocate the rights of men, but 
because he don’t want the masses to live in sla- 
vish ignorance, and because they cannot be en- 
lightened and rise into a state where they can 
take hold of his life and truth, till they have 
greater liberty than they now have. 

If this be the plan and purpose of Christ, it 
may still be his policy to keep the nations ina 
balanced state. He will not overthrow despotism 
merely with a view to favor the infidel kind of 
liberty, such for instance, as the people want in 
France—he would rather preserve the old powers 
in statu quo, to protect the world against that 
kind of liberty; and they answer an excellent 
purpose in that respect. But he will be ever busy 
to start and prosper the true, Bible kind of liber- 
ty—that is, liberty for himself and the Primitive 
church to get into the hearts of the people, and 
make them free from sin and selfishness, and pre- 
pare them for the approaching reign of righteous- 
ness and love. 





Horticultural Exhibition. 

We are enjoying a delegation, composed of the 
principal gardeners of the country Associations— 
Messrs. Tracker from Oneida, Exuis from Put- 
ney, and H.G. Atuen from Wallingford; em- 
bracing also Messrs. Kixstry from Cambridge, 
and Smiru from Newark—convened here for pur- 
poses of information and improvement in their 
department and in general. Mr. THacker brought 
a few specimens of fruit and vegetables from the 
Oneida garden, to place in the New York Horti- 
cultural Society’s Exhibition, (held at Niblo’s 
Garden on Wednesday and Thursday of this 
week.) and was awarded five premiums, viz., 

Apples, (6 best table varieties,) First Premium ; 


CS ee ees ee v “4 
Pears, (6 varieties,) .... Discretionary ” 
aS Sapeere . First ve 
rae ee WE: 7 


The Exhibition itself was a very interesting 
affair. The display of rare and beautiful plants, 
flowers and fruits, was suggestive of great pro- 
gress in this department, and led the mind for- 
ward in the bright track which seems the future 
destiny of the earth. There is a remarkable com- 
bination of attractions about a Horticultural’show, 


that we had not noticed before. Not one, but 
nearly all the senses, are deliciously provoked: 
The perfume of fruits and flowers is noticeable in 
the air; (a snuff'at some of the large boquets is 
slightly bewildering;) the sight is charmed by 
the inimitable pencilling of form and color in the 
varieties of flowers and foliage, and the taste of 





course is fully sympathetic with the other senses 
lin contemplating the curious provision that has 
been made for it, in the downy peach, or the 
sun-blushing apple and pear. But with all the 
exquisite sensualism of the scene, there is a perva- 
ding influence that protects and sanctifies it pecu- 
liarly. Gop is in these keen and beautiful objects 
of passion: he has never relinquished his throne 
in that department; and every day’s experience 
shows more and more clearly, that in the marriage 
of the senses, as well as of the soul, we approach 
near unto him. We could not but think of 
the original record of Eden, and the wnerring 
truthfulness to human nature of the inspired ac- 
count which placed the first pair, clothed in inno- 
cence, in a garden. We never shall outgrow the 
truthfulness of this picture in Genesis; all we 
shall do will be at last to realize it, on a higher 
plane than at the first ; and even infidel science is 
helping in this direction as fast as it can. 
Among the specimens exhibited, we noticed 
some apples of immense size, and fine form and 
color, from Cincinnati, Ohio. Size 5} inches 
in diameter, 15} in circumference ; weight 19 
ounces. There were upwards of sixty varieties 
of Pears, and an astonishing display of Grapes.— 
Among the rare plants was an orange tree covered 
with fruit, a cotton plant, and an India-rubber 
tree. 
A ro 0 pee 
=x A large and enthusiastic meeting of politi- 
sal refugees from foreign countries, and those who 
sympathize with them, was held at Metropolitan 
Hall, in New York, on Thursday evening last, to 
express approval of the proceedings of Com. In- 
graham, Mr. Brown and Consul Offleys, in the 
Kossta affair. Hon. John P. Hale was present, 
and delivered a very spirited and taking address, 
in which he declared—in reference to the question 
whether there was any precedent for the Commo - 
dore’s course—that “it is net the part, or the des- 
“tiny, or the duty of this Republic to follow pre- 
“cedents—it must make them, and let the world 
“follow.” The principal point of interest in this 
demonstration, and one which may be of some sig- 
nificance in the future foreign policy of the nation, 
was the bold assertion and advocacy of what may 
be called the American principle of international! 
law, viz., that foreigners who have renounced alle- 
giance to all other governments, and taken the 
oath of allegiance to this government, declaring 
their intention of becoming citizens, are entitled 
to full protection wherever they may be—as much 
as if they were citizens. 
rr Oe 6 
Resistive Distase.—A correspondent, writing 
Sept. 21, alludes to the article ina late No. on 
‘ Persuasive Diseases, and relates experience eon- 
firmatory of its doctrine: “ Several times this sum- 
mer,” says the writer, “I have been attacked with 
symptoms, accompanied with the persuasive in- 
fluence which you describe, but have treated it as 
a temptation from an evil spirit, and so resisted 
its demands, though to all appearance they were 
very plausible and legitimate, and for present 
gratification and comfort it would have been much: 
easier to obey them. In the ‘long run,’ as you say. 
it is found to be the best policy to obstinately refuse 
payment on any such bills. We have found this 
treatment successful in our own cases, and also in 
dealing with it in the children. 





“This experience has been a cause of gratitude 
to God, and has made me wish for the time to 
come, when the world would appreciate the mighty 
power there is in the faith of Christ to resist such 
diseases. I think there is a great deal to be learn- 
ed about ‘stopping the beginnings of evil, and 
withdrawing the attention from it. ‘Obsta prin- 
cipiis, [stop the beginnings,] is a geod motto.— 
If you give vent to the commencement of an evil 
influence, it seems to make way for a flood of mis- 
chief. 6.0. a.” 





Questions.-—Christ says, (John 15: 6,) ‘Ifa man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and 
is withered, and men gather them, and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burned.’ The same 
writer who penned those words of Christ, says in 
his first Epistle, 3: 6,‘ Whosoever abideth in him 
[Christ] sinneth not; whosoever sinneth, hath 
not seen him, neither known him.’ Will imper- 
fectionists tell us whether they do, or do not 
abide in Christ ? 

Again, (John 8: 37,) Christ, talking to the 
unbelieving Jews, who made great pretensions to 
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freedom on account of their pedigree, says—‘* Who- 
soever committeth sin is the servant of sin.’— 
Taking this in connection with Paul’s assertion, 
(Rom. 6: 20,) * When ye were the servants of sin, 
ye were free from righteousness,—it might be 
asked of the same class of commentators, ‘ Who 
are the righteous ?” awn Ss 
Oneida, Sept. 1855. 





FOR THE CIRCULAR. 


The Great Physician, 

Jesus Cunist, offers his services to the afflicted: 
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and { will give you rest. 
upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and low- 
ly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls.” 
(Matt. 11:.28, 29.) 

All who sincerely put their cases into his hands, 
are sure to be cured of whatsoever diseases they 
may be afflicted with, whether of body or soul, 
and to be made every whit whole. 

He has practised extensively in the country of 
Palestine, in and around the city of Jerusalem, 
with miraculous success. Indeed so complete was 
his success, that it excited the envy of the profes- 
sional schools in that region, and he suffered much 
persecution, and finally death at their hands. But 
so charged with living, healing power was his spir- 
it, that Hades could not contain him. He burst 
the bands of death—took possession of, and healed 
and changed his body, (the heart of which had 
been speared, ) and ascended far above all heavens. 

Persecution, (as is usual in such cases,) only 
enlarged the sphere of his operations. He insti- 
tuted a school of medicine, and gave his followers 
power and skill to cast out devils—to take up 
serpents, and if they drank any deadly thing 
to lay their hands on the 
These things 


to escape unhurt ; 
sick and cause them to recover.’ 
were regarded merely as external signs that should 
follow them. The real work which they did was 
to apply his medicine so as to eradicate that most 
subtle and universal of all diseases, sin, and finally 
death. 

One hundred and forty-four thousand of the 
Jewish nation alone, attained a degree of health 
through the adoption of his system, in which 
there was no more death, neither sorrow nor cry- 
ing, nor any more pain; and they are living and 
accessible witnesses of his marvelous — skill.— 
Paul of Tarsus, a Roman citizen, and the most 
talented and upright of the Jewish lawyers, gives 
unple certificates attesting his matchless ability 
to handle all sorts of diseases of body and soul, 
and restore his patients to the freshness and vigor 
of immortal youth. We advise all to examine 
them with the assurance that they are as true as 
the gospel. 

Beware oF Imposrrions !—For many false 
Christs have arisen and taken advantage of his 
well earned popularity, to impose on the public. 
One of the most plausible of the impostures, is a 
aystem of medicine called legality. Many are the 
victims who have suffered by mistaking it for the 
true school. The testimony of Paul is in point. 
Speaking of his experience under the law school, 
he says: “The commandment which was ordain- 
ed unto life, [ found to be unto death; for sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, deceived 
me and by it slew me. I am carnal, sold under 
sin. The good that I would I do not, but the 
evil that I would not, that Ido.” These were 
some of the horrible symptoms which resulted 
from his trial of this false system. In the agony 
of despair, he cried out, ‘O wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death!” But how changed is his tone when at last 
he hit upon the true remedy! ‘There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. For the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. For what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin con- 
demned sin in the flesh” &e. (Rom. 8: 1~4.) 

N. B.—All who wish to become his patients, 
must come directly to him; but this need occa- 
sion no inconvenience, inasmuch as his office is so 
easy of access toall. It is ‘even in thy heart and 
in thy mouth.’ Be not deceived by interested 
persons, who would represent him as inaccessible 
in the heavens above, or in the depths beneath,— 
The regular fee that he charges in all cases, is, a 
‘broken and contrite heart.’ 4:8, 

Wallingford, Sept., 1853. 





3s Among the late arrivals from Europe, is 
Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe, in improved health 
and spirits. 
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Communicated for The Circular. 


Life at Oneida—No. 2. 
A LETTER. 
Dear L :—In my last, I told you some- 
thing about the moral and religious state here, 
promising to address you again, and give some 





description of our beautiful surroundings. 

The most of the apartments in the Commune 
are spacious and airy. As regards its adorning, 
inside, it is by no means destitute of elegancies 3 
but comfort and convenience have been the main 
objects. On the eastern front of the house an 
elegant rose-vine imparts shade to the windows; 
and creeps up to the roof. In the season of bloom 
it is as beautiful as any thing that you can imag- 
ine. From this front a verandah extends around 
and across the south and west sides, branching 
off finally to the school-room, which is a south 
projecting wing. The verandah is accessible from 
the outside doors, and also from the windows of 
a large parlor. The pillars of the verandah are as 
high as the first story. The lattice-work on the 
south is ornamented with a beautiful grape-vine, 
which affords a delightful shade for the dining 
room below. Rich clusters of purple grapes are 
now hanging in profusion there. 

While we regale ourselves with the bounties of 
Divine Providence—chiefly the productions of the 
Community domain—every glance upward calls to 
mind that we are indecd ‘sitting under our own 
vine and fig tree,” ‘with none to molest, or to 
make us afraid, for ‘the Lord maketh even. our 
enemies to be at peace with us.’ 

The most powerful attraction here is the prev- 
alence of. a loving spirit, and with that the clear 
evidences of gratitude, which springs up in the 
soul, and gushes out warm from the hearts of 
men, women, and children. T have-listened with 
the most pleasing emotions to the truthful ex- 
pressions of faith, which fell from the lips of the 
rosy-cheeked boys of ten or twelve years, who 
had received their first impressions of Christ 
from these believers. Their native instincts seem 
to lead them to the confession of Christ, when 
they come in either from play or labor, and their 
countenances are lighted with intelligence when 
they confess Christ in their life. I think they 
realize that they are not their own keepers ; and 
when they acknowledge Christ in their food, I 
believe they understand that the abounding pro- 
visions of fruit and other things so tempting to a 
healthy appetite, are not given to be used abu- 
sively. Sometimes we heara little boy expressing 
the gratitude of his heart for present enjoyments 
in language like this, ‘I confess Christ in me : 
spirit of love.’ Never did boyhood appear so in- 
teresting as now. From the depths of my heart 
Texclaim, ‘Oh leave them to their native inno- 
cence in Christ? Let the world consider from 
what horrible snares they are delivered; and 
may its votaries remember that those snares are 
with themselves ! 

A few rods from the North front of the Com- 
mune is a tasteful, convenient building, of smaller 
dimensions, which they call the Children’s-house. 
There, suitable persons are employed in taking 
charge of the children, for whom daily a real pa- 
rental care is exercised. Yonder, further toward 
the main road, on the eastern front, is a neat 
house with green blinds, which looks as if it 
might accommodate a snug family of four or five 
persons—it is called the ‘ White House,’ and is 
used for a Dairy. The wooden frames which hold 
the shining milk-pans look as if they had never 
been contaminated with a single speck of soil in 
all their time; and the butter and checse which 
come forth from that ‘ White House, would tempt 
the most, fastidious. We confess we relish these 
nice things; yet we turn with more pleasure to 
those blessings which in their nature are less 
time-serving. 

It is true the flowers and the fruits are subject 
to decay, yet the life from which they spring, and 
by which they are invigorated, can never die.— 
The earth’s beautiful adorning without our aid 
comes to us each successive season, direct from 
the bounty of our Father, and they remind us 
more powerfully of the life that is eternal. Also 
of the words of him who said, ‘ I have meat to eat 
that ye know not of. 

Yonder is a flower-garden. A large circle is 
formed for a center; from its circumference pro- 
ject four right angles, which forma star. I have 
not space to speak now of the rare plants which 
are blooming here, or of the various kinds of fruit 
with which the orchard abounds, some of which 
is the finest I ever saw. Several houses, besides 
those I have mentioned, are used for various kinds 
of mechanical business. One large building situ- 
ated ona mill-stream, contains a grist and saw- 





mill. 


Sometimes we go in parties to the cupola on 
the top of the mansion-house. A raretreat! It 
commands a more picturesque view of surround- 
ing scenery, than the valley below. There, we 
look down on the flowers in the ‘circle’ and the 
‘star, and in this high position we can see more 
clearly, how systematically every thing is ar- 
ranged. So if we wish to study the works of our 
Creator, let us seek a position, which is, in reality, 
raised above the world’s level, that we may dis- 
cern their uniformity, form a correct judgment of 
their beauty, and choose their truthfulness. 


The rustic seats, which are twined and _ inter- 
twined so fancifully, are formed of the limbs of 
trees in their native state. They are tastefully 
shaped into sofas, divans, and settees, by the skill 
ful hands of the members of the Community.— 
These rustic seats are scattered about here and 
there, either by the side of a summer-house, or 
in the beautiful grape-arbour, or under the shade 
of the large butternut tree, which fronts the Com- 
mune. Beneath the foliage of its wide-spreading 
boughs we sometimes gather by the hundred, to 
form in merry groups, each man with his partner, 
and march forth to a working-bee. Just now, as 
I stopped to collect my thoughts, I looked out on 
one of the large fields of ripe corn, which is now 
reaped and standing in soldier-like array to re- 
ceive the benefit of the sunbeams. 

The other day we women were there, each at 
work by the side of her partner. We took the 
corn from the hands of the reapers and passed it 
on to the binders. The men worked like giants 
both in reaping and in binding together. I dow’t 
know how much we might have been influenced 
by them—but really I did fancy that they worked 
faster because we were there. And I saw our 
Heavenly Father in that. Both men and women 
here, have learned to regard the qualily more 
than the quantity, and they will not overwork ; 
yet every thing here seems to spring up by magic: 

The animation of life seems to be imparted to 
the variegated scenery below. by abeautifnl stream 
of water which winds its way in a serpentine di- 
rection from a north-western to a south-western 
point, and forms a semicircle round the domain, 
enclosing about 225 acres of land, much of which 
is in a state of cultivation. 

Yonder an Indian village is peeping out from 
behind the western hills, where, the na+jye Indian 
is cultivating the rich soil. We received notice 
the other day that two chiefs of the tribe were 
intending to make us a call. They came at the 
time appointed. I had pictured to myself the In- 
dian Chief. walking erect with forehead bare—or 
with the tal! eagle’s plume, decorating his hair— 
the blanket falling from his broad shoulders, &c., 
and I was hardly prepared to see them with the 
black hats and costume of the white man. 

Sometimes a company of Indians are invited to 
the Commune, where they are treated with hospi- 
tality; and in return we are regaled by them 
with the kind of music peculiar to their tribe. 
No envious feeling seems to darken the Indian’s 
brow when he views the beautiful mansion now 
standing where his fathers once hunted the deer, 
and where curled the smoke of their wigwams. 'The 
Community need not the voice of words to make 
them feel the generous and grateful emotions that 
flow spontaneously from the Indian’s heart. 

It is better for me to lve in the school of 
Christ than to be teaching in the world, and by 
the blessing of heaven I am determined to devote 
all my faculties both of mind and body to my Re- 
Tam your friend in sincerity. 

Anne E. P. Cutrp. 


deemcr. 
Criticism of the Head. 


Those who are accustomed closely to 
analyze their sensations, must have ob- 








served that the influence at work in the 
brain is entirely distinct from the con- 
sciousness of the heart. Persons are of- 
ten under heavy pressure and distressing 
perturbations of the brain, that produce 
intense suffering, while all below the head 
is calm and peaceful. In fact, we think, 
it may be affirmed that nearly all trouble 
is related in some way to the head.— 
Pride, evil-thinking, shame, &c., are per- 
versions of the intellect rather than of the 
heart. And the entire influence of the 
head upon the character, is dry and with- 
ering, when not modified by the radiation 
of the heart, 





Christ approaches us through the heart; 





while the head is more particularly the 


devil’s province. Satan may command 
the most subtle reasoning, the keenest so- 
phistry, and the most brilliant intellect, 
but he cannot counterfeit the soft, warm 
feelings of the heart. Christ meets us 
there—where peace, joy, and comfort are 
found; and not in the lofty regions of the 
intellect. In the following passages we 
see the preferenee, that Christ gave the 
heart over the head: “In that hour Je- 
sus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou hast hid these things fom the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes: even so, Father; for so it 
seemed good in thy sight.” The simplic- 
ity of the heart, even though found in 
the most ignorant, was more attractive to 
him than the proudest and brightest im- 
tellect. Here, too, is a beautiful passage 
of Paul’s on the same subject: ‘ Ye sec 
your calling, brethren, how that not ma- 
ny wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called ; but 
God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things that are mighty : 
and base things of the world, and things 
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea. 
and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are.’ 

If we go back in our imaginations to 
the garden of Eden, we shall find the 
principle established, that trouble origin- 
ates generally in the head and not in the 
heart. There, Adam and Eve were living 
in the most perfect happiness—at peace 
with God and each other—without a care 
or a cloud to darken their spiritual hori- 
zon. But Satan came, and by means of 
his cunning sophistry injected into Eve 
a thirst for knowledge—a longing desire 
of the brain for something .it had not,— 
She ate of the tempting fruit; and shame, 
degradation, and death, were the conse- 
quences. Ifshe had followed her heart, 
the case would have been widely differ- 
ent. 

Persons who make no distinction be- 
tween the influences at work upon the 
brain and heart, are liable to fall into the 
nistake of supposing they are in a worse 
condition than they really are ; for when 
the head is full of trouble, the better and 
more sitent parts of the system may be 
in a healthy, growing condition, Anoth- 
er difficulty that. many have is of this 
sort:.the heart, prompted by a good in- 
fluence, starts to.do something ; but the 
head: immediately suggests doubts and 
questions, and often so effectually argues 
its side, that the attempted action proves 
abortive. The remedy for both these 
evils will be, to give the heart prominence 
—elevating it into its proper place—liv- 


ing in it, and refusing to dwell in the - 


comparatively cold region of the head; 
except as we can do it profitably. This 
can be done. It will require close dis- 
crimination ; but we believe the influen- 
ces in the head can be separated from the 
consciousness in the heart; and then, 
and only then, we shall find peace. Then, 
if there is trouble in the head, we can 
quietly slip down into the heart, close the 
doors, and be at rest; and say to the 
head, ‘Work away—we don’t live there— 
it will all come out right at last’ The 
separation of the consciousness of the 
two will enable us to rejoice in the con- 
sciousness of the part that is free, how- 
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ever the account may stand with the oth- 
er. It is simply a confession of Christ, 
and a recognition of his presence in us. 
We have not intended, in the foregoing 
remarks, to depreciate in any sense the 
value of intellectual power, but only to 
criticise the unnatural and wrong action of 
it. It is a good servant, but a bad mas- 
ter—an invaluable helper, when acting in 
subordination to the heart, and occupying 
its proper sphere; but i must not be al- 
lowed to rule and guide-—Home-Talk. 


_<+ 


Paul’s Views of Law.—No. 6. 

IV. 1 Cor 6: 20,21. “Unto the Jews 
1 became asa Jew, that I might gain 
the Jews; to themthat are under the law, 
as under the law, [not being myself under 
the law,] that I might gain them that 
are under the law; to them that are with- 
out law as without law, (being not with- 
vut law to God but under the law [or in 
law] to Christ,) that I might gain them 
that are without law. 

In order toa right understanding of 
this passage, it is important to notice the 
two criticisms on the common version, 





which we have suggested in brackets.— 
1. According to the best editions of the 
treek Testament, (such as Knapp’s,) 
there isa parenthesis in the first verse, 
(of which the clause in brackets is a trans- 
lation,) qualifying Paul’s statement about 
being ‘under the law,’ corresponding to 
the qualifying parenthesis in the last 
verse. Paul evidently thought it as ne- 
cessary to repel the idea of legality as of 
antinomianism, though our translators 
seem to have thought otherwise, in leav- 
ing out the first parenthesis. 2. The last 
clause of the parenthesis in the last verse, 
is so translated in the common version as 
to give the impression that the original 
of the expression, ‘ under the law,’ is the 
same there as in the first verse. Where- 
as, in the first verse there are three words, 
‘upo ton nomon,’ literally translated ‘un- 
der the law ;’ while in the last verse there 
is but one word, ‘ennomos,’ compounded 
of en, signifying in, and nomos, signify- 
ing law; literally translated ‘in law’ It 
isobvious that there is a difference be- 
tween being wnder law and being én Jaw, as 
there is also between being ‘under the 
law to Christ,’ and being ‘in law [i. e. 
subject] to Christ.’ The unauthorized 
introduction of the definite article, makes 
Paul declare himself under the same law 
that he had professed himself free from; 
whereas he simply declares himself loyal 
to Christ, or under the regulating influ- 
ence ot Christ. The parenthesis may be 
freely paraphrased thus: “Though I am not 
under the law written on tables of stone, 
or with ink, as the regulating influence of 
my life, yet I am not without a regulating 
influence from God. His Spirit takes the 
place of thelaw; and being in Christ, Iam 
in a spiritual law of righteousness, though 
I am not wader the written law.” Regu- 
lation of life is to be distinguished from 
the means by which it is produced. God 
may govern by daw, or he may govern by 
his Spirit. The apostle simply means to 
refer the regulation of his life to the im- 
mediate influence of God in Christ, that 
no one may suppose him to be, in an evil 
sense, lawless, because he says he is ‘ with- 
out law.’ 

There is a generic sense in which all 
regulating influence is properly called Jaw. 
In this sense we may speak of the ‘law of 
matter :’ not meaning by that expression, 


that matter is governed by imperative 
verbal enactments, but that it is governed 
by a regulating power which produces the 
same orderly effects as law produces in 
the moral world. Ina similar sense we 
may call the spiritual influence by which 
the sons of God are governed, a law; not 
because it is verbal, imperative, or penal; 
but because it produces those orderly ef- 
fects which are required by the written 
law of God. Indeed Paul frequently uses 
language in this way. Romans 8: 2, 3, 
isa goodexample. ‘Zhe Law of the spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus, hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death. For what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his own} 
Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh, con-| 
demned sin in the flesh, that the right- 
eousness of the law might be fulfilled in 
us, &e. Here are three distinct laws : 
1, the law of the Spirit of life; 2, the law 
of sin and death ; 3, the written law. 
Now no man will say that the second 
law is a verbal enactment. ‘The law of 
sin and death’ is not a command operating 
upon men, but a spiritual principle work- 
ing in them—a ‘law in their members,’ 
See Rom, 7: 23. But the law of ‘ the 
Spirit of life’ is the exact counterpart ot 
this principle. One is the antagonist of 
the other. The first law, then, like the 
second, is a spiritual power, working in 
men’s members, and as such only is com- 
petent to produce that righteousness 
which the verbal law can only require. 
Paul was ‘in the law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus,’ but not wader either the 
law of commandments or the law ot sin 
and death. 





FOR cCriRCUL sn. 
A Scrap of Autobiography. 

My first serious religious impressions 
were produced when I was quite young, by 
my mother’s efforts to turn my heart to 
God. I also obtained from her a very defi- 
nite idea of the final resurrection and 
judgment, according to the orthodox theo- 
ry. The great throne—the angels—the 
sounding of the last trump—‘che coming 
out of their graves and gathering together 
for judgment, ofall nations, were so vividly 
pictured in my imagination, that I used 
to describe them to my schoolmates with 
a good deal of enthusiasm and exactness. 

The revival of 1834, affected me quite 
seriously, although I was but eight years 
old. One result of the impressions that 
I received, was a habit of praying secretly 
after I had gone to bed, which ordinance 
I attended to for -several years. The 
result of the revival was a great advance 
in spirituality, especially in the particu- 
lar class to which my parents belonged. 
The doctrine of salvation from sin was 
broached, and caught like wildfire in many 
hearts. My parents were among quite a 
number: who were cut off from the church 
for believing this heresy. Immediately 
after this revival the country seemed to 
be flooded with the spirit of free-think- 
ing. Numerous new theories and plans 
of reform caught the attention of the 
public, and found multitudes of adhe- 
rents. The old hope of the millennium, 
seemed to desert the religion of the chureh 
and embody itself in these various Uto- 
pian schemes, Into this spirit I drank 
deeply. The advent of Perfectionism, 
seemed to release our family from the 
bondage of old forms, and give us a theo- 
retical knowledge of the doctrine of holi- 
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ness, (inasmuch as it introduced us to Mr. 


Noyes’ writings,) but we knew little of its 
spirit and power. After having been 
pretty deeply involved in the political and 
temperance excitements which ran so high 
at that time, Fourierism as advocated 
by Horace Greeley, claimed our attention, 
and for a time we advocated its doctrines 
with a good deal of enthusiasm. At this 
stage of our experience, we listened to 
two lectures delivered by John A. Collins | 
in our neighborhood, on the subject of | 
community of property. We assisted his 
enterprise at Skaneateles, and hoped much 
from it. Its miserable failure, together 
with nearly all the other Associations 
that had been commenced, contributed to 
sicken us of these superficial means of 
reform. 

Through this connection I came into 
rapport with the spirit of infidelity which 
was so rife in those days. I was trying 
to form my creed from my observation of 
men and things around me, and my rea- 
sonings thereupon. I finally settled into 
a persuasion that was called the ‘doctrine 
of circumstances.” The main element of 
it is, that there is no such thing as praise 
and blame as applied to human beings; 
that the characters, and of course the 
actions of men are the result of circum- 
stances over. which they have no control. 
I indulged my combativeness in the de- 
fense ot this platform, and the occasional 
excitement of a warm argument was all 
the comfort that I could get out of it. 

At the age of twenty, while attending 
the academy at a neighboring village, a 
circumstance occurred which I now see had 
an important bearing on my future course, 
I took particular interest in the exercise 
of writing compositions, and on one occa- 
sion handed in an article advocating Mr. 
Noyes’ theory of the uncreated origin of 
evil. I did it more for the sake of mak- 
ing a composition, than from any special 
interest in the subject. It called out a 
reply from a fellow student, and in fram- 
ing an answer to it I was led to examine 
the subject very carefully, and the result 
was a pretty serious conviction of the 
truth of the doctrine that the devil is the 
eternal uncreated origin of evil. This 
took away one of the strongest objections 
to faith in the Bible. Universalists and 
Infidels are constantly caviling at this 
point—asking why God should quarrel 
with evil, of which he was the ultimate 
cause. 

During the spring and summer succeed- 
ing, I had another practical illustration of 
the utter hopelessness of any permanent 
improvement on the basis of human na~- 
ture unrenewed, My father and brother 
were engaged in a.neighboring manufac- 
turing establishment, which had come 
partly into the hands of new owners, who 
had brought in new -ideas of the rights 
and duties of those they employed, and 
instituted rules and regulations which the 
workmen considered unjust and oppres- 
sive. I took an active part in the resis- 
tance which was offered, and ina kind of 
strike which was organized. The final 
result was that the. hands proved unfaith- 
ful to each other, and the owners had 
pretty much their own way. Sick of hu- 
man nature as I found it within and 
around me, all the enterprises failing in 
which I had put my trust, and tired ot 
selfish, monotonous and drudging life in 
isolation, I turned my attention towards 
the study of the Bible, and the doctrine 











| of salvation from sin. 


The following circumstance was the 
immediate occasion of this direction of 
my attention. My circumstances and 
habits of thinking naturally drew me_in- 
to the society of infidels. I sympathized 
with them in the easy, lazy business of 
picking at flaws in society, and declaim- 
ing againstabuses. I often met a couple 
of young men who at that time avowed 
infidelity, at a neighboring mill-pond on 
Sundays, where we went to bathe. We 
used frequently to indulge in our favorite 
business of fault-finding, at such times.— 
One day my associates were reckoning up 
the number of their acquaintances who 
were infidels. They were unable to decide 
whether they should put me down in 
their list or not, inasmuch as I had never 
spoken disrespectfully of the Bible. [ 
told them that I was unprepared to take 
a stand on either side at that time, but I 
inwardly resolved to carefully weigh the 
question ofthe inspiration of the Bible. 
I read with much interest, ‘Dr. Nelson’s 
Cause and Cure of Infidelity” The prin- 
cipal idea therein held forth, was, that 
the spirit of the devil enshrouding people’s 
minds, was the cause of their skepticism. 
This harmonized well with my previous 
conclusions in respect to the nature of 
evil. I also read all the works on the 
evidences of Christianity, that I could 
procure. By the blessing of God these 
investigations cleared away all my doubts. 
But I could not rest satisfied with merely 
believing the abstract truth of the propo- 
sition, that the Bible was inspired. I 
had gained an impetus in the direction of 
spirituality, which finally carried me 
clear over toa position where I made a 
practical matter of Bible truth. At this 
point I met Mr, Cragin,—I instinctively 
loved him, and his influence gave me ¢ 
new impulse in the diyection in which [| 
was going. In a letter written to him 
which was published in the Spiritual 
Magazine, I confessed Christ in me a Sa- 
vior from all sin. 

This was the date of the opening of a 
new world to me. Previous to this, my 
lite had spent itself in contemplation of 
bright visions of a better world, and 
a gnawing discontent with myself and 
all my surroundings, and bitter repining 
that I should be compelled to labor in the 
harness of selfishness, without helping to- 
wards a better state of things, Since 
that time I have felt that I was in just 
the place that God would have me—that 
my surroundings are the very best that 
they could be for my present and eternal 
happiness; and that I have the privilege 
of devoting every energy of body and soul 
in such a manner that it shall tell directly 
for the cause of truth and righteousness. 
‘Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall 
be filled.’ I can say to the credit of 
God’s faithfulness, that he has abundantly 
fulfilled this promise to me. Through 
my union with Christ, I have more than 
realized the brightest dreams that I had 
while training under the banners of su- 
perficial reformers. There is no question 
in politics, religion, or social science, which 
is not already solved and worked out; for 
‘in Christ are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge.’ All that I could 
ask or think in the way of redemption 
from evil, or the attainment ot good, is 
provided for in the spiritual kingdom 
which Christ has established, and of which 
Tama subject. ‘And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that hear- 


eth, say, Come.’ H. J. 8. 
Walling ford, Sept., 1853. 
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